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The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission was established through the SF Health Code. Sec. 41.3 
of the Code states: “The Commission shall render written report of its activities to the Board [of Supervisors] 
quarterly.” This report fulfills that requirement. 

The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission advises the Board of Supervisors on issues involving 
animals. People come to Commission meetings to offer their opinions about issues under discussion, and to suggest 
topics that the Commission might investigate further. During the second half of 2012, the Commission heard 
discussions on the following topics, which highlight animal issues that are of concern to San Francisco residents: 

1. Animal Wellness Programs at the SF Zoo. The Commission heard a presentation from Dr. Terry Maple, 
the new Professor-in-Residence at the SF Zoo. Dr. Maple is working with SF Zoo staff to develop programs 
aimed at increasing animal “wellness” at the Zoo. Wellness is defined as a combination of physical, as well 
as mental/emotional health. For example, the Zoo is now encouraging animals to forage for their food, as 
they would in the wild, rather than have food given to them in a bowl. Wellness impacts the way exhibits are 
designed, with less concrete and steel and more emphasis on keeping animals active and mentally 
engaged. The wellness initiatives emphasize the health and well being of individual animals, as opposed to 
the more traditional Zoo emphasis on conservation that focuses on the health of the species. Dr. Maple said 
that he wants to bridge the gap between animal welfare advocates, who have been critical of the Zoo in the 
past, and Zoo staff and officials, and help the SF Zoo become a world leader in animal wellness programs. 
The Commission noted that the wellness initiative reflects changes made at the Zoo in the years since the 
Commission issued a 2008 report that was highly critical of animal welfare at the Zoo. Since that report, two 
animal welfare advocates, one a veterinarian, have been appointed as non-voting members of the Joint Zoo 
Oversight Committee (composed of representatives of the SF Zoological Society and the SF Recreation and 
Park Commission), and many recent animals acquired for the Zoo have come from “rescue” situations (e.g., 
two blind sea lions that could not be released back into the wild). And now the Zoo has begun the wellness 
program, showing a renewed commitment from Zoo staff and officials to the physical and mental wellness of 
the animals. Taken together, these are promising signs for animal welfare at the Zoo, and the Commission 
will continue to monitor the Zoo’s progress. 

2. High Mortality Rate for Western Gulls at Pier 94. The Commission heard a presentation from Dr. Stori 
Oates, from UC Davis, outlining results of a recent study that investigated the cause of a high number of 
deaths of Western Gulls over the last ten years at Pier 94. The birds died from exposure to Aspergillus, an 
opportunistic fungus associated with decaying organic matter. In 2010 and 2011, the Commission discussed 
reports that a large number of gulls were found dead or dying near Pier 94. Initially, people thought the 
deaths might be caused by rodenticides or infectious disease. In response to publicity about the deaths, 
rodenticide use in the area was stopped, and the California Fish and Game Dept conducted an investigation 
that resulted in the study reported by Dr. Oates at the Commission in October 2012. In the study, 
researchers collected samples that showed concentrations of Aspergillus at eight sites (some natural, some 
urban) in the area, looking for hot spots where the gulls had a higher risk of being exposed to Aspergillus. 
The study identified two locations near Pier 94 with significantly higher concentrations of Aspergillus than 
were found at the other six sites. In response to the study, managers at the two sites, where trucks and 
heavy equipment move organic waste products (composting and recycling) collected from residents and 
businesses in San Francisco, have started new programs to keep gulls away from the facilities. These 
include spraying waste material with methyl anthranalite, a grape extract, that makes the material 
unpalatable to the gulls, making it less likely that they will congregate in the area and be exposed to the 
fungus. The cross-collaborative study was conducted by the California Fish and Game Department, the Port 
of San Francisco, Recology, the California Animal Health and Food Safety Program at UC Davis, Wildcare, 
and the Wildlife Health Center at UC Davis. The report can be found 
at: http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/whc/localassets/pdfs/Pier94_FinalReport_06.... We will continue to follow 
this issue. 

3. New Members on the Commission. The Commission welcomed two new members appointed by the 
Board of Supervisors – Annemarie Fortier and Dr. Shari O’Neill, while saying goodbye to Commissioners 
Geneva Page and Dr. Jack Aldridge. 

 


